
ADUs 
HIRING AN ARCHITECT



LAW
BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS CODE - BPC
5537.  

Anyone can prepare plans for: 
(1) Single-family dwellings woodframe construction 2 stories plus basement

(2) Multiple dwellings <= four DU woodframe construction 2 stories plus basement

(3) Garages or accessory buildings woodframe construction 2 stories plus basement 

(4) Agricultural and ranch buildings of woodframe construction

(b) If any portion of any structure exempted by this section deviates from substantial 
compliance with conventional framing requirements for woodframe construction must be 
stamped by a licensed architect or engineer 



No… but, Do you need to hire 
an architect for an 
ADU project? 



YES! 
Are your chances of 
building a successful, 
lasting ADU project 
that benefits the 
neighborhood higher 
if you do? 



The Options / The Myths
The options people consider when starting an ADU project

D.I.Y. Hire a drafter Hire a contractor Hire an Architect

“This is easy!”

“I just need a 
simple set of 

plans”
“They already 

know what to do.”
“Architects are 

expensive” 



The Options / The Truth
The options people consider when starting an ADU project

Hire a drafter Hire a contractor Hire an Architect

Designing, Permitting, 
and Building an ADU 

can be just as complex 
as a single family 

home. 

What is the scope of 
services? Will you have 
help when you need it? 

Who is designing the 
project? 

Who is your advocate 
during construction? 

An architect may cost 
more up front than the 
other options here but 
can save you money in 

the long haul. 

D.I.Y.



How can hiring an 
architect benefit an 
ADU project? 



An architect can help 
you see the 
big picture or master 
plan. 

BUILD LLC



They can translate a 
homeowner’s needs 
and constraints into 
spatial solutions.



Architects can plan ahead for the 
steps involved in building a project.



They can make the 
process of designing and 
building an ADU run 
smoothly.



Architects know the code. 



WEATHER PROJECTS

They know how to talk to 
planners.



WEATHER PROJECTS

And they know how to ask for 
deviations from the rules. 



Architects will evaluate the 
options while considering 
the constraints.











WEATHER PROJECTS

An architect 
can serve as a 
liaison 
throughout the 
entitlement 
process. 



They can suggest and 
coordinate the 
appropriate 
consultants to 
do the job right. 



WEATHER PROJECTS

An architect is trained to see 
a project in context. 



WEATHER PROJECTS

Architects creatively 
design projects that 
are site specific. 



They think about how 
a project relates to 
the neighborhood. 



And how a building can contribute 
visual interest to a neighborhood 
while complementing the existing. 



DAVID BAKER

Or activate 
new uses 
on a block.



Architects can 
visualize innovative 
uses for existing 
space to tap into 
opportunities unseen. 

UNKNOWN DESIGNER



And design 
with the 
environment. 

CHRIS MOORE



They can help 
you avoid costs 
that can come 
up when 
mistakes are 
made.



Working with an architect 
can even save you 

money during a project and 
in the long term. 



WEATHER PROJECTS

Architects can create 
innovative details, suggest 
durable materials, products, 
and eco-friendly systems. 
 



And consider 
long-term 
maintenance 
and use. 



Working with an architect may even help 
homeowners make money when 

selling a property. 



SUMMARY



Thank You!

Contact: 
gen@genmarchitecture.com


